THE INEXOEABLE JUSTICE OF SHAN TIEN

object I have for some time past secretly applied
myself to the task of contriving a design which,
by blending simplicity with picturesque effect, will
enable one person in a given length of time to
achieve the amount of work hitherto done by two,"

With these auspicious words the accomplished
maiden disclosed a plate of translucent porcelain,
embellished in the manner which she had described.
At the sight of the ingenious way in which trees
and persons, streams and buildings, and objects of
a widely differing nature had been so arranged
as to give the impression that they all existed at
the same time, and were equally visible without
undue exertion on the part of the spectator who
"regarded them, Wei Chang could not restrain an
exclamation of delight.

"" How cunningly imagined is the device by which
objects so varied in size as an orange and an
island can be depicted within the narrow compass
of a porcelain plate without the larger one com-
pletely obliterating the smaller or the smaller
becoming actually invisible by comparison with
the other! Hitherto this unimaginative person
had not considered the possibility of showing other
than dragons, demons, spirits, and the forces which
from their celestial nature may be regarded as
possessing no real thickness or substance and there-
fore being particularly suitable for treatment on
a flat surface. But this engaging display might
indeed be a scene having an actual existence at no
great space away."

"Such is assuredly the case," admitted Fa Fai.

" Within certain limitations, imposed by this new

art'of depicting realities as they are, we may be

regarded as standing before an open window.   The
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